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@ Horse rug. 

(57) The invention relates to a horse blanket (2), 
comprising a blanket manufactured from flexi- 
ble material, the form of which is substantially 
adapted to the form of the horse, comprising 
substantially symmetrical fixatton means (3) 
connected with the blanket (2) and exerting a 
substantially fonfvard force on the blanket, 
whereby the fixation means are fomied by a 
girth (3) connected by to ttie horse blanket, 
running under the neck of the horse and being 
guided along the shoulder blades of tiie horse, 
tiie ends of which girth (3) extend to the rear 
substantially symmetrically. 

It Is to be noted here ttiat during walking of 
the horse, tiie horse blanket (2) Itself, that is, 
without the fixation means (3), is generally sub- 
jected to a rearward directed force. This is 
caused by the hair direction of the coat of the 
horse, whereby the hair generally extends to the 
rear and whereby, during movements of the 
diverse parts of the body of ttie horee, a rear- 
ward directed force is exerted on the horse 
blanket (2). 




FIG. 5 
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The invention relates to a horse blanket compris- 
ing a blanl(et manufactured from flexible material, the 
form of which is substantially adapted to the form of 
the horse, comprising substantially symmetrical f bca- 
tion means connected with the blanket and exerting 
a substantially forward force on the blanket. 

Such horse blankets are known from US-A- 
5,125.220. 

This document shows horse blankets wherein a 
breast girth or band extends along the front part of 
the horse under the bottom of the neck of the horse. 
These girths are not however directly connected to 
the horse blanket. 

When the horse walks, the shoulder joints move 
close to the front legs, which movement is transmitted 
to the blanket so that a force is hereby exerted on the 
horse blanket alternatingly on the left and the right, 
so that the horse blanket Is pulled out of position and 
good fixing of the horse blanket on the animal does 
not take place because a symmetrical force is not ap- 
plied to the horse blanket. 

The same is otherwise true of horse blankets 
also known which are fixed by means of girths trained 
round the stomach. The danger of being pulled askew 
is considerable here. 

The object of the invention is to provide a horse 
blanket wherein the above stated drawbacks are ob- 
viated. 

This object is achieved in that the fixation means 
are formed by a girth connected by to the horee blan- 
ket, running under the neck of the horse and being 
guided along the shoulder blades of the horse, the 
ends of which girth extend to the rear substantially 
symmetrically. 

It should be noted here that during walking of the 
horse, the horse blanket itself, that is, without the fix- 
ation means, is generally subjected to a rearward di- 
rected force. This is caused by the hair direction of the 
coat of the horee, whereby the hair generally extends 
to the rear and whereby, during movements of the di- 
veree parts of the body of the horse, a rearward di- 
rected force is exerted on the horee blanket These 
forces are well withstood by the f ixatton which takes 
place on the front part of the horse by means of the 
substantially symmetrical fixation means connected 
to the horse blanket and running over the undereide 
of the neck of the horse. 

According to a firet preferred embodiment the 
girths are guided such to the rear, that the girth ex- 
tend at either side of the withere. 

According to a second embodiment the second- 
ary girths connected to the horee blanket extend from 
the girth to the rear. 

Underetood by the word "girth" Is not only a girth 
as in comnfK>n usage, but also a strap or, when the 
girth extends along the horee blanket, also a hem or 
other form of strengthening of the material of the 
horee blanket. Also falling within the definition of 



girths employed herein are girths provided with buck- 
les and/or elastic pieces. Further, the action of the 
girth is substantially Improved, when they are made 
of material that is less flexible than the material from 
5 which the horee blanket itself is made. 

The invention will now be elucidated with refer- 
ence to the annexed drawings, in which: 

fig. 1 shows a perepective view of a horee with a 
horse blanket according to a firet embodiment of 
10 the invention; 

fig. 2 shows a partly broken away perepective 
view of a horee with a horee blanket according to 
a second embodiment of the invention; 
fig. 3 Is a perepective view of a horee with a horse 
15 blanket according to a third embodiment of the in- 
vention; 

fig. 4 is a side view of a horee with the horee blan- 
ket depicted in fig. 1 , wherein the horee is holding 
its head downward; and 
20 fig. 5 is a perepective view of a horee with a horee 
blanket according to a fourth embodiment of the 
invention. 

Shown in fig. 1 is a horee 1 whtoh is wearing a 
horse blanket 2. The horse blanket 2 comprises a 

25 girth 3 which is guided on the front part of the horee 
along the undereide of the neck 4 of the horee. The 
girth 3 extends therefrom to the rear on either side of 
the body of the horee, wherein the girth 3 is guided 
slightly upward, both girth halves extend along the 

30 withere 5 of the horee and meet behind the withere. 
From the point of contact both girths extend toward 
the rear over the back of the horee. Itisof couree pos- 
sible for one of the girths to be omitted here so that 
only a single girth extends along the back of the 

35 horee. 

Secondary girths 7 extend on either side from a 
position 6 at the side of the neck 4 of the horee. Both 
secondary girths 7 are connected to girth 3. 

A length of soft, flexible material, for instance 

40 wool, jute or a plastic, is then connected to the girths 
in the usual manner so that the material forms the ac- 
tual ho'ree blanket 2. The material is herein connected 
to the girth and the secondary girths, for instance by 
stitching. In this embodiment It is, just as In the other 

45 embodiments, possible that the girths are connected 
to the horee blanket only at their ends. 

When the horee walks, the shoulder joints 8 of 
the horee will, as can be seen in fig. 1 , move forward 
alternatingly, which has no effect on the horee blan- 

50 ket because at this position the horee blanket is cut 
very loose fitting so that this movement is possible 
without obstructing the animal. The location at which 
the girth 3 rests on the front part of the horse is gen- 
erally at rest, so that a good fixing of the girth 3 is ob- 

55 talned and thus also of the secondary girths 7 and 
the actual horse blanket. The girths 3 and 7 are pulled 
tight by the rearward directed force generally caused 
by the coat of the horee so that the danger of slipping 

2 
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down is avoided. 

In the embodiment shown in fig. 2, a filler piece 
9 is arranged on the withers 5 of the horse. 

This filler piece provides an additional fixation of 
the horse blanket on the horse. In preference the filler s 
piece 9 is connected to the blanket by means of stitch- 
ed seams. 

Another difference from the embodiment shown 
in fig. 1 lies In the tertiary girths 1 5 extending oblique- 
ly upward and rearward. These extend initially at an io 
angle of between 90'' and 30'', preferably between 
70'' and SO*", and in particular roughly GO** to the hor- 
izontal. During the further progression of the tertiary 
girth the path is determined more by the bulging of 
the rib-cage of the horse. What is essential is that the is 
ends of the girths are not connected to the back 
seam. These girths exert an additional force so that 
pulling askew of the blanket is prevented. 

The embodiment shown in fig. 2 differs further In 
the fact that a stomach girth 11 is arranged which is 20 
closed by means of a buckle 12. This provides an ex- 
tra fixation. 

The embodiment depicted in fig. 3 is distinguish- 
ed by the fact that the girth 3 is arranged intersecting, 
that is, the girth 3 crosses over itself behind the with- 25 
ers 5 of the horse and then extends downward in the 
original direction. Experience has shown that this 
exerts a compensating actton in the case of possible 
small movements of the neck of the horse, so that 
pulling askew is prevented. The girth 3 is therefore 30 
connected at its end to the secondary girth 7. 

In this embodiment a split 13 is arranged in the 
material of the horse blanket, which gives the shoul- 
der joint sufficient clearance space. 

Further, fig. 4 shows how the neck moves slightly 35 
downward when the head 14 of the horse is nrnsved 
downward. Aforwardly directed force is thus exerted 
on the horse blanket. This force pulls the blanket as 
a whole slightly forward, but this can be considered 
as a correction of t he force exerted by the coat of t he 40 
horse on the horse blanket. 

The fourth embodiment of the horse blanket 2 
shown in fig. 5 distinguishes by the measure that the 
secondary girths 7 have a limited length, and extend 
obliquely downwardly from the connection point 6. 45 
This appears to have a good effect on the fixation of 
the horse blanket 2 on horse 1. in which further the 
nuisance for the animal is as small as possible. To fur- 
ther enhance the fixation, tertiary girths 15 extend 
from the end of the secondary girths 7. These are so 
equivalent to the tertiary girths 15 which have been 
depicted in fig. 2, although the location has been 
changed as a consequence of the fact that the pri- 
mary girths 7 extend to the rear and downwardly. 
Also at t he location 1 6 where the tertiary gir t hs 1 5 are 55 
connected with the secondary girths 7, the girth 11 
is connected with the help of a buckle 12. 

Also in this embodiment the girths are provided 



at the inner side of the horse blanket. It is also possi- 
ble to provide the girths, for instance in the case of a 
multiply horse blanket, between several of those 
plies, so that the girths are Incorporated within the 
horse blanket itself. 

It is also possible to replace combinations of mu- 
tually connected girths or parts of girths by substan- 
tially triangular pieces of cloth, which are, just as the 
girths, produced from relatively Inelastic material. 



Claims 

1. Horse blanket comprising a blanket manufac- 
tured from flexible material, the form of which is 
substantially adapted to the form of the horse, 
comprising substantially symmetrical fixation 
means connected with the blanket and exerting 
a substantially forward force on the blanket, 
characterized in that the fixation means are 
formed by a girth connected by to the horse blan- 
ket, running under the neck of the horse and be- 
ing guided along the shoulder blades of the 
horse, the ends of which girth extend to the rear 
substantially symmetrically. 

2. Horse blanket according to claim 1, character- 
ized in that the girths extend on either side of the 
withers. 

3. Horse blanket according to claim 1 or 2, charac- 
terized in that the secondary girths connected 
with the horse blanket extend rearwardly from 
the girth. 

4. Horse blanket according to daim 3, character- 
ized in that the secondary girths extend oblique- 
ly downward and rearward over the limited 
length. 

5. Horse blanket according to claim 3 or 4, charac- 
terized In that tertiary girths extend from the 
secondary girths oblequely upward and back- 
ward over the bulging of the rib cage of the horse. 

6. Horse blanket according to daim 5, character- 
ized In that the tertiary girths at their upper sides 
on a distance from the back seam of the horse 
blanket. 

7. Horse blanket according to one of the daims 4, 5 
or 6, characterized In that a girth to be guided 
under the stomach of the horse is connectable to 
the connection point between the secondary 
girth and the tertiary girth. 

8. Horse blanket according to one of the daims 4, 
5, 6, 7 or 8, characterized in that the secondary 
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and tertiary girth extend under an angle with a 
value between 90° and 30"", preferrably between 
70° and 50°, and in particularly substantially 60° 
with the horizontal extent 

5 

9. Horse blanket according to one of the preceding 
daims, characterized in that the girths are at 
their ends only connected with the blanket. 

10. Horse blanket according to one of the preceding io 
claims, characterized in that the girths extend at 

the inner skJe of the blanket 

11. Horse blanket according to one of the preceding 
claims, characterized in that the horse blanket is 
comprises a number of plies, and that the girths 
have been provided between those plies. 

12. Horse blanket according to one of the preceding 
datms, characterized in that the girths are 20 
made of material which is less elastic than the 
material from which the horse blanket is made. 
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